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1\When God is called Father in the Old Testament, He is regarded as Father of the nation, not of the individual. Even in
the moving prayer of Isaiah 63:16 (the King James Version), "Doubtless thou art our father," the connection makes
clear that the reference is to God in the capacity of Creator. The thought of God as the Father of the individual is first
reached in the Apocrypha: "O Lord, Father and Master of my life" (Sirach 23:1; compare Wisd. 2:16; Wisd. 14:3). Here
also the notion is veiled in the thought of God as Creator. It was left for Jesus the Son to give us the privilege of calling
God "Our Father."
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